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May 2009 Main Meeting

We cordially thank Hank Feinberg of the Rockland
Computer Users Group for his presentation on
Skype at the May 2009 main meeting. While
many of us have heard of Skype, and know that it
has something to do with low cost Internet based
telephone calls, Hanko&s
how useful and versatile this product really is.
Hank made a number of Skype calls of various
flavors using an LCD projector so we could see
what he was doing with Skype.

Letds start with whiadree we
Skype is free for all Skype to Skype calls,

whether next door or around the world. There

are no time limits 1 talk free for five minutes or
five hours. If you have a webcam, video confer-
encing is included. A free Skype account, a PC
microphone and speakers are all you need to

start. A USB headset is optimal, and a webcam

will give you video calls.
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Hank Feinberg

The calls Hank made were extremely clear, even
thoughtheset -up wasnoét opti mal
Hank was using a laptop connected with a Class

0 B06 (irstowed) wireless card. The video was

a bit choppy, but the audio was perfect. We as-

sume that the video would be much better us-
ing a Class G or N wireless adapter, or better
yet with a direct cabled connection to the
Internet.

Moving up from the free service, Skype lets
you call ordinary landline phones and cell
phened irrexpensively. sYbuocanepay byutise
minute, for about two cents per minute, or get
a monthly rate for about three dollars for all
calls within the US and Canada. For about an-
other three dollars per month you can get your
own phone number where others can call you
%romlo}diha?y (tr%cﬁtigngl) phones and cell
phones.

As of this writing Skype is offering deep dis-
counts on subscription plans. There are no
contracts or long term commitments with

Skype. Skype offers call plans to other coun-
tries for low rates, and they have full world -
wide plans.

One really great feature of Skype is that you

can get a o6l ocal 6 phone
countries. For instance, if you have relatives,

or do business in Switzerland, Skype will let

you get Swiss phone number. People in Swit-
zerland can call you at local rates, while you

can actually be anywhere else in the world with
your laptop or desktop. Awesome.

There are many types of phones that work well
with Skype, allowing you to make Skype calls
without a computer, using wired or wireless
phones. Skype is currently testing a program
that will let full PBX phone systems use Skype
seamlessly, at low Skype rates.

Phone calls within the Skype network are also

sqelyg.  Skypescallingroffegs call -forwarding
and voicemail. There are also many add -on

applications that extend the range of Skype

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
possibilities, such as recording calls.

Skype has many more features and options, in
both software and hardware offerings. For in-
stance, Skype allows transfers of large large files
between users with 256 bit AES encryption.

As we watched, there were over 10 million world
wide Skype calls in progress.

Thanks, Hank 7T we 6| | cal |l on

Upcoming June 11 Main Meeting

Digital Photo Workshop: Shoot & Edit Like a
Pro! With Lesa Synder King

In this session you'll learn tips for shooting bet-
ter photos plus how to edit them like a pro.
Whether you're using a digital SLR or a point
-shoot, you'll learn tried and true techniques for
getting better shots in camera, plus what to do
with them afterwards.

- and

Learn how to use the affordable Photoshop Ele-
ments to resize images from you camera for
various uses, and how to create some of the most
popular photo effects including soft vignettes,
collages, partial color, gorgeous grayscale, and
more!

About Lesa (from her website)
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and teaches at many conferences including
Photoshop World , Macworld Expo , Graphics of
the Americas _, and the esteemed Santa Fe

Workshops .

During free time, you'll find her carving the
twisties on her sportbike or hanging with fel-

low Apple Mac enthusiasts. Lesa is a proud
member of the BMWMOA, FE800 Riders Club

June 09

DACS, NCMUG, Washington Appe Pi , and
LiMac.
Skype soon.

Lesa Snider

See next page for meeting location map

Who the heck is Lesa Snider?

Official bio

Lesa is on a mission to teach the world to create
-anduse! --better graphics.
rapher and chief evangelist for
founder of the creative tutorial site GraphicRe-
porter.com. Lesa is the author of  Photoshop CS4:
The Missing Manual  (Pogue Press/O'Reilly) along
with many video training titles including From
Photo to Graphic Art and Practical Photoshop Ele-
ments (KelbyTraining.com), and Graphic Secrets
for Business Professionals _ (Lynda.com). She

writes a regular column for Photoshop User and
Elements Techniques  magazines, and contributes
frequently to  CreativePro.com , Layers, and Mac-
world magazines. Lesa is also a corporate trainer

iStockphoto , and

Writer Wanted

This MHCUG newsletter needs a writer to cover

Sheo gy RainSnioty knedtith®. t b Special talent

needed, just the ability to write down the
events of the meetings. The club will usually
furnish you with recorded materials to help your
writing efforts. Proof reading and editing are
also provided.

Interested? Please contact Dan Sullivan, Presi-
dent; or Harry Elder, editor emalil
tor@mhcug.org.

edi-


http://www.istockphoto.com/lesasniderking
http://www.graphicreporter.com
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http://www.kelbytraining.com/instructors/lesa-snider-king.html
http://www.lynda.com/go/lesavideos
http://www.lynda.com/go/lesavideos
http://www.photoshopuser.com
http://www.elementsuser.com
http://www.creativepro.com
http://www.layersonline.com
http://www.macworld.com
http://www.macworld.com
http://www.photoshopworld.com
http://www.macworldexpo.com
http://www.graphicsoftheamericas.com/
http://www.graphicsoftheamericas.com/
http://www.santafeworkshops.com/workshops/calendar-detail.php?workshop=189
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http://f800riders.org
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http://ncmug.org/
http://www.wap.org/
http://limac.org/
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From The President

by Dan Sullivan

Our June presentation will be on tools available that group and
manipulate our photographic endeavors. This is an example of the impact
of technology on our every day lives. The July meeting will be our

first WEBINAR ( see note below ) presentation taking advantage of the

changes that the Internet has brought
about within the past 2 decades.

The presenter, Gene Barlow of the "Users
Group Relations”, will be with

us via the Web, Skype, and Unyte. His
Webinar presentation will

provide him an effective method of pre-
senting one of his company's

software offers without the time and ex-
pense of traveling more than half

way across the country for a one plus hour
presentation. He will be

describing and demonstrating the AC-
RONIS True Image Home 2009 from his

home in St George Utah.

NOTE: copied from Webopedia.com

"Webinar is short for Web  -based seminar
A key feature of a Webinar is

its interactive elements -- the ability to
give, receive and discuss

information. Contrast with Webcast, in
which the data transmission is

one way and does not allow interaction be-
tween the presenter and the

audience."


http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/Webinar.html

