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Alice Page ï óA Dirty Womanô 

 
by Harry Elder  

The Mid Hudson Computer Users Group was privi-
leged to a presentation by Alice Page at the clubôs 

main meeting in April.  Alice expertly uses her 

combined artistic skills with her savvy technical 
skills to produce stunning designs for embroidery 

and heat transfer.  Alice drove straight through 

from the Knoxville, Tennessee area, where she 

resides part time, to join us.  

Aliceôs business name and truck logo, is óA Dirty 
Womanô, which obviously raises eyebrows, but 

also, interest. Alice runs her business in Middle-

town and Monticello NY.  

Alice said that anyone can enter this business, all 

it takes is a lot of money (sheôs invested well over 
$40,000 for software and computer operated 

sewing machines), plus incredible patience and 

the ability to live with uncertainty.  Itôs obviously 

not for the faint of heart.   Most geeks I know 
arenôt artistic, except perhaps for some web de-

velopers.  And most web developers, who work 

with modern programs like Dream Weaver, or di-
rectly with HTML, use graphic artists for the vis-

ual content.  

Alice started her design work using Corel Draw in 

1999, and still uses it, but does most of her work 

with Adobe Illustrator and Adobe Photoshop.  

Many of Aliceôs customers belong to biker 

(motorcycle) groups, who can be quite demand-
ing customers.  All of the samples that Alice 

showed us were rejects (although most looked 

perfectly fine).    Due to the high rate of of cus-
tomer rejection, Alice takes a substantial, non -

refundable down payment before starting her 

projects.  This protects her time, ensuring that 

only serious customers engage her services.  

 

This shirt has 78,000 stitches, and took 

about three hours to sew (by machine), one 
at a time.  Intervention is often necessary.  

She can produce about 50 shirts a week.   

This shirt cost about $75 in a group, using 
about seven different color threads.  She 

has over 480 colors to choose from.  

To get a sense of the complexity of any one pro-

ject, Alice describes the process of creating a 

heat transfer process as:  

A customer brings her an image (photo, drawing, 

etc.).  

 Alice scans it using what she describes as a low -

end ($88) HP All - in -one scanner, producing a 
bitmap image, or directly into Corel.  

Corel creates a óvectorô image, where the nor-

mally jagged, or pixilated, edges are smoothed 

out.  

With Corel Draw, or transferring the image to 

Adobe Image or Photoshop, Alice will add her ar-
tistic touches.  Adobe renders the image to a bit-

map file at this stage.  This is where the labor 

and artistry are most prominent.   Itôs also at 
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this stage that Alice needs to work closely with 

the customer.  

The final image is then transferred to a Rolins 

X24 -  a plotter with software.  Itôs important here 
that the image is reversed, or mirrored, so that 

the final transferred image is correct.  

For embroidery products, the initial stages are 
similar, but the final images from Corel or Adobe 

are sent to her $10,000 embroidery software, 

made by an Australian company called Wilcom.    
Wilcom allows Alice to enlarge small images per-

fectly for embroidery (one of its many features).  

Alice embroiders with   two very expensive sew-

ing machines from ZSK that cost her about $20K 

each.  Fortunately, repair on these machines is 
infrequent.  If parts are needed, they are readily 

available.  ZSK is an international company.  Alice 

also has a friend in New Hampshire who helps her 
with repairs using the machineôs software. 

An important part of any transfer project is the 
lettering.  The right font has to be used to convey 

the right emotion.  For example, Alice may use a 

óracingô font to denote action.   There are thou-
sands of fonts to choose from, and all download-

able from http://www.dafont.com/ . 

 

  

 

An example of a heat transferred image us-

ing a óracingô font for action effect 

 

 

óAlice Did Itô shirt using a unique font called 

Kingôs Things Calligraphy  

Alice uses silk -screening   for mass production.   

If she uses heat transfer, the ótransferô process is  

critical.   Alice transferred a popular comic figure 
called óLady Deathô to the hood of a 1967 Cor-

vette.  She told us that work like that is very la-

bor intensive since the car body is contoured.  
Alice recommends that if youôre inexperienced; 

give this work to a pro.  

If a customer doesnôt have an image to use, Al-

ice has access to a book of stock art that cost 

her about $1000, and has pricey yearly updates.  

 

Aliceôs women customers in Tennessee es-

pecially like this shirt and logo.  

We were very fortunate to have Alice give 
us this presentation.  I certainly have a better 

appreciation for the time, cost and effort it takes 

to transfer and manipulate an image to clothing 

or an article (such as a car).    This was Aliceôs 
second presentation to our club, and we look for-

ward in a few years to a return visit.  

http://www.dafont.com/
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The April Survey Saysé 

During the sign - in for the MHCUG General Meet-

ing held April 08, 2010 the following question was 

asked:  

1)  Do you use Social Networking Sites on the 

internet?  

2) If ñyesò, which ones? 

MHCUG May Main Meeting  

 
Computer  Group  presentation:  Saving and 

Sharing Photo Memories with Digital Slide-

shows  

 The Mid -Hudson Computer User Group (MHCUG) 

will host  a presentation by  Jerry Greenberg at 
7:30 PM on Thursday,  May 13,  at   the Mercury 

Grand Hotel (formerly the Best Western Inn), 

2170 South Rd. (Route 9) in Poughkeepsie.  

 (see map next page )   

Jerry will demonstrate and discuss a range of 

software applications and techniques that can be 

used to store and share digital photos.   

 There are many programs to create a DVD that 

displays still photos,  but those that let you cre-
ate sophisticated slideshows are either expen-

sive, hard to learn, or both!  Fortunately weôll be 

navigated through the rocky bits by the pre-
senterôs personal experience in making slide 

show and photo DVDs.  

Mr. Greenberg will demonstrate popular freeware 

applications and methods for creating a slide 

show. On one end of the spectrum will be Micro-
softôs well known PowerPoint. Anyone can 

download the PowerPoint viewer for free. On the 

other end of the spectrum will be commercial 
software, often with an abundance of features 

(with price to match), such as Photodex 

ProShow. In -between these options are lower 

priced programs like Ashampoo Slideshow Stu-
dio. If time permits, we may discuss some of the 

software used to acquire and digitize slides and 

photos.  

The presentation will be preceded by  a question -

and -answer session at 6:30 PM, followed by a 
short  business meeting at 7 PM.   Attendance is 

free and guests are welcome. The Group meets 

on the second Thursday of each month at the 
Mercury Grand Hotel.   For more information, go 

to www.mhcug.org  or e -mail Jeff Dowley at 

president@mhcug.org .  

 

With 22 members signing - in, a little over ¼ of 

these indicated that they do use Social Network-
ing sites. Three 3 different social sites were speci-

fied with the most popular, Facebook, having 5 

users while Twitter and Ning had 1 each.  

Submitted by Rolf Nijhuis 

Question 1)   Members:  

YES  

Members:  

NO  

Do you use Social 

Networking Sites ?   

27   73  

Question 2)   Networking  

Sites   

#  

User   

Names of Social 

Networking Sites 

visited   

Facebook   5  

 Twitter  1  

 Ning  1  

All submissions for the Micro - 

chip must be in the hands of the 

editors by the Thursday following  

the General Meeting.  Any articles 

or information received after that  

date will be held for the following  

Monthôs publication.  E-mail:  editor 

(at) mhcug.org  

http://www.mhcug.org/
mailto:president@mhcug.org
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