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Saving and Sharing Photo Memories with 

Digital Slideshows  

 

by Ron McDermott  

Taking pictures is a lot easier these days.  It seems 

like everyone has a digital camera, and, as a result, 

we tend to accumulate a lot of photos.  The question 

is, ñWhat do we do with themò?  On Thursday, May 

13 th , we got some answers at the May General Meeting 

presentation, ñSaving and Sharing Photo Memories 

with Digital Slideshowsò, presented by former mem-

ber, Jerry Greenberg.  

Jerry opened by making recommendations about the 

storage of photos.  Of course, there are lots of options 

for this, but Jerry made a very persuasive argument in 

favor of using external hard drives.  As cameras have 

evolved, the images they take have been growing in 

size.  This requires that the storage devices for these 

photos must also grow, and continue to grow in the 

future.  The burgeoning number of photos being taken 

simply adds to that necessary growth.  Of our options, 

hard drives seem the only one that has the sheer size 

and growth potential to deal with the space demands.  

Jerry noted that one can set a price point of under 

$100, and within two years, the available storage 

space at that price point will at least double.  Right 

now, less than $100 will get you a 1 terabyte drive at 

minimum, with 1.5 and 2 terabyte drives occasionally 

falling into that range.  Such drives will easily hold 

thousands of photos.  Besides the storage space avail-

able on hard drives, they also have, through folders/

directories, built - in organizational and search capabil-

ity.  Add to that their considerable speed advantage 

over other storage options, and you have a winning 

combination of speed, convenience, and affordability.  

He recommended that you keep TWO hard drives; 

one as a backup in case of failure.  Although, as he 

said, a stored hard drive seldom wears out, it is pru-

dent to plan for failure.  

 

There are several options for external drives.  Jerry 

recommended devices that have plug - in capability.  

There are external docks that allow you to plug in an 

assortment of drives; changing seamlessly from one 

to another in seconds.  These external docks can be 

found with USB and/or E -SATA connections.  An addi-

tional option would be to use docks that are installed 

directly into a bay in your case, in the same way as 

one installs a CD or DVD drive.  Not only does this 

approach allow you to exchange drives, but you can 

also set up the drives to be bootable, so you can eas-

ily change the operation of your computer to suit spe-

cific needs.  Jerry noted, for example, that the UB-

UNTU operating system, based on LINUX, is a won-

derful environment for graphics; one that includes all 

your basic needs for free!  You could easily set up a 

hard drive to boot UBUNTU, plug it in, and run      
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